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PRODUCTION  HIGHLIGHTS  FOR  1999/2000 


May  1999 
WHEAT 


1999/00 


Country 

Current 

Estimate 

Monthly 

Change 

Monthly 

Change 

Change 

from 

1998/99 

Comments 

MMT 

MMT 

(%) 

(%) 

World 

572.4 

NA 

NA 

-3 

Production  is  forecast  lower  due  to  decreases  in  the 
United  States  and  the  total-foreign  category. 

United  States 

61.1 

NA 

NA 

-12 

Production  is  forecast  lower  due  to  decreases  in  area 
and  yield. 

Total  Foreign 

511.3 

NA 

NA 

-1 

Production  is  forecast  lower  due  mainly  to  reductions  in 
the  EU-15,  Eastern  Europe,  and  China. 

Morocco 

2.0 

NA 

NA 

-55 

Production  is  forecast  lower  for  both  area  and  yield. 
Planting  conditions  were  poor  due  to  above  normal 
temperatures  and  below  normal  rainfall.  Spring  rainfall 
was  sparse,  eroding  yield  prospects. 

Hungary 

3.0 

NA 

NA 

-40 

Production  is  forecast  lower  as  a  wet  fall  limited  winter 
wheat  area. 

Syria 

2.5 

NA 

NA 

-39 

Production  is  forecast  lower  as  area  and  yield  are 
reduced  by  drought. 

Iran 

9.5 

NA 

NA 

-21 

Production  is  forecast  lower  due  to  unfavorable  dry 
conditions,  reducing  yield  potential. 

Romania 

4.5 

NA 

NA 

-13 

Production  is  forecast  lower  due  to  a  reduction  in  area 
as  unusually  wet  weather  in  the  fall  stalled  plantings. 

EU-15 

95.1 

NA 

NA 

-8 

Production  is  forecast  lower  due  to  reduced  area 
because  of  the  higher  set-aside  and  lower  yield 
prospects  in  some  countries,  especially  Spain. 

Poland 

9.0 

NA 

NA 

-6 

Production  is  forecast  lower  as  yield  returns  to  a  more 
normal  level. 

China 

106.0 

NA 

NA 

-4 

Production  is  forecast  lower  as  a  very  dry  fall  and 
winter  negatively  affected  germination.  Spring  rainfall 
in  the  eastern  North  China  Plain  has  continued  to  be 
below  normal. 

Tunisia 

2.0 

NA 

NA 

+48 

Production  is  forecast  at  a  bumper  level  due  to  an 
increase  in  yield.  Rainfall  was  generally  favorable 
across  the  growing  regions. 
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WHEAT,  continued 


1999/00 


Country 

Current 

Estimate 

Monthly 

Change 

Monthly 

Change 

Change 

from 

1998/99 

Comments 

MMT 

MMT 

(%) 

(%) 

Kazakstan 

6.0 

NA 

NA 

+28 

Production  is  forecast  higher  due  to  a  rebound  in  yield 
potential  following  last  year’s  sever  drought. 

Russia 

34.0 

NA 

NA 

+26 

Production  is  forecast  higher  due  to  increased  area  and 
a  return  to  more-normal  yield.  Winter  wheat  prospects 
are  guarded  due  to  a  very  dry  fall;  however,  soil 
moisture  is  adequate  for  spring  wheat  plantings. 

Brazil 

2.5 

NA 

NA 

+14 

Production  is  forecast  up  due  to  increased  area  based  on 
higher  domestic  prices. 

Argentina 

12.0 

NA 

NA 

+12 

Production  is  forecast  higher  due  to  increased  area  and 
yield.  The  anticipation  of  relatively  stronger  prices  than 
competing  crops  and  normal  planting  conditions  raised 
area  potential. 

India 

71.5 

NA 

NA 

+8 

Production  is  forecast  at  a  record  level  due  to  increases 
in  area  and  yield.  The  crop  benefitted  from  favorable 
weather  throughout  the  growing  season. 

Pakistan 

17.5 

NA 

NA 

-6 

Production  is  forecast  down  due  to  slight  decreases  in 
area  and  yield.  Input  use  is  reportedly  lower  this 
season. 

Australia 

22.0 

NA 

NA 

+5 

Production  is  forecast  higher  due  to  expected  area  and 
yield  increases.  Planting  conditions  are  generally 
favorable. 

Ukraine 

15.5 

NA 

NA 

+4 

Production  is  forecast  higher  as  favorable  spring 
weather  compensates  for  a  dry  fall.  Area  is  similar  to 
last  season’s  level. 

Mexico 

3.3 

NA 

NA 

+2 

Production  is  forecast  higher  as  an  increase  in  area 
offsets  a  decrease  in  yield. 

Canada 

25.0 

NA 

NA 

+2 

Production  is  forecast  higher  as  area  is  similar  to  last 
season.  Yield  is  slightly  higher  than  average  due  to  a 
large  area  change  from  durum  to  spring  wheat  varieties. 

Saudi  Arabia 

1.8 

NA 

NA 

NC 

Production  is  forecast  unchanged  due  to  a  Government 
production  quota. 

Turkey 

18.5 

NA 

NA 

NC 

Production  is  forecast  similar  to  last  season  as  an  area 
increase  offsets  a  slight  decrease  in  yield  prospects. 
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COARSE  GRAINS 


1999/00 


Country 

Current 

Estimate 

Monthly 

Change 

Monthly 

Change 

Change 

from 

1998/99 

Comments 

MMT 

MMT 

(%) 

(%) 

World 

884.7 

NA 

NA 

+1 

Production  is  forecast  higher  as  an  increase  in  the 
total-foreign  category  more  than  offsets  a  decline  in 
the  United  States. 

United  States 

262.4 

NA 

NA 

-3 

Production  is  forecast  lower  due  mainly  to  decreases 
in  com  and  barley.  Com  area  and  yield  are  projected 
down  this  year. 

Total  Foreign 

622.3 

NA 

NA 

+3 

Production  is  forecast  higher  due  mainly  to  increases 
in  China,  South  Africa,  Argentina,  Russia,  and 
Ukraine. 

Russia 

28.9 

NA 

NA 

+53 

Production  is  forecast  higher  due  to  increases  in 
barley,  oats,  rye,  and  com  crops  that  were  drought- 
reduced  last  season. 

South  Africa 

8.5 

NA 

NA 

+32 

Production  is  forecast  higher  as  com  yield  returns  to 
an  average  level  from  1998/99  drought  reduced  crop. 
Area  increased  slightly. 

Ukraine 

13.1 

NA 

NA 

+25 

Production  is  forecast  higher  due  to  increases  mainly 
in  barley  and  com  yields.  Also,  com  area  is  projected 
to  rebound  from  last  season’s  drought  reduced  level. 

Romania 

11.8 

NA 

NA 

+16 

Production  is  forecast  higher  as  com  area  is  up  from 
last  season.  A  wet  fall  prevented  some  area  from 
being  planted  to  wheat.  This  area  is  expected  to  be 
planted  to  com  this  spring. 

Hungary 

8.7 

NA 

NA 

+14 

Production  is  forecast  up  as  com  area  may  be  sown  on 
fields  that  were  too  wet  to  plant  with  wheat,  last  fall. 

Argentina 

20.1 

NA 

NA 

+10 

Production  is  forecast  higher  as  com  area  is  above  last 
year’s  level.  Yield  is  projected  to  be  unchanged. 

China 

141.1 

NA 

NA 

+4 

Production  is  forecast  higher  as  com  area  and  yield  are 
up.  Com  output  is  projected  to  be  a  record. 

Mexico 

25.1 

NA 

NA 

+2 

Production  is  forecast  higher  as  an  increase  in  com 
area  more  than  offsets  a  decrease  in  sorghum. 

Brazil 

33.9 

NA 

NA 

+1 

Production  is  forecast  higher  as  com  area  is  increased 
and  yield  is  near-average  levels. 

Turkey 

10.6 

NA 

NA 

+1 

Production  is  forecast  slightly  higher  due  to  an 
increase  in  com  yield  potential.  Barley  output  is 
forecast  unchanged  from  last  year. 
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COARSE  GRAIN,  continued 


1999/00 


Country 

Current 

Estimate 

Monthly 

Change 

Monthly 

Change 

Change 

from 

1998/99 

Comments 

MMT 

MMT 

(%) 

(%) 

Kazakstan 

1.1 

NA 

NA 

-20 

Production  is  forecast  down  due  to  continued  decrease 
in  barley  area. 

Indonesia 

5.8 

NA 

NA 

-11 

Production  is  forecast  down  due  to  lower  com  area 
and  yield. 

Poland 

15.9 

NA 

NA 

-10 

Production  is  forecast  lower  as  crops  return  to  a  near¬ 
average  yield. 

Thailand 

4.2 

NA 

NA 

-7 

Production  is  forecast  lower  due  to  an  area  decrease 
for  com. 

Australia 

7.9 

NA 

NA 

-6 

Production  is  forecast  slightly  lower  due  to  decreases 
in  barley  and  sorghum  from  1998/99. 

Canada 

25.9 

NA 

NA 

-2 

Production  is  forecast  lower  due  to  decreases  in  barley, 
com,  rye,  and  oats.  Oats  area  is  down  nearly  6 
percent  from  last  year. 

EU-15 

102.1 

NA 

NA 

-2 

Production  is  forecast  down  from  last  season  as  a 
decrease  in  barley  area  more  than  offsets  an  increase 
in  com  yield. 

RICE  (MILLED  BASED) 

RICE  (MILLED  BASED)  FORECAST  FOR  1999/00:  World  production  is  forecast  at  a  record  388.8  million  tons,  up  9.2 
million  or  2  percent  form  1998/99.  Foreign  production  for  1999/00  is  forecast  at  a  record  382.0  million  tons,  up  8.6  million 
or  2  percent  from  1998/99.  Rice  production  in  the  United  States  is  forecast  at  a  record  6.8  million,  up  0.6  million  or  10  percent 
from  1998/99. 


OILSEEDS 

OILSEEDS  FORECAST  FOR  1999/00:  World  oilseed  production  is  forecast  at  a  record  298.0  million  tons,  up  5.9  million  or 
2  percent  from  1998/99.  Foreign  production  for  1999/00  is  forecast  at  208.3  million  tons,  up  1.1  million  or  1  percent  from  last 
year.  Total  oilseed  production  in  the  United  States  is  forecast  at  a  record  89.7  million  tons,  up  4.8  million  or  6  percent  from 
last  year. 


COTTON 

COTTON  FORECAST  FOR  1999/00:  World  cotton  production  is  forecast  at  87.0  million  bales,  up  2.9  million  or  3  percent 
from  1998/99.  Total  foreign  production  for  1999/00  is  forecast  at  69.0  million  bales,  down  1.2  million  or  2  percent  from 
1998/99.  United  States  production  is  forecast  at  18.0  million  bales,  up  4.1  million  or  29  percent  from  1998/99  as  west  Texas 
is  expected  to  recover  from  last  year’s  drought. 
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PRODUCTION  HIGHLIGHTS  FOR  1998/99 


May  1999 
WHEAT 


1998/99 - 

Change 


Country 

Current 

Estimate 

Monthly 

Change 

Monthly 

Change 

from 

1997/98 

Comments 

MMT 

MMT 

(%) 

(%) 

World 

588.0 

+0.8 

+0 

-4 

Production  is  estimated  higher  due  to  an  increase  in  the 
total  foreign  category. 

United  States 

69.4 

NC 

NC 

+3 

No  change  this  month. 

Total  Foreign 

518.6 

+0.8 

+0 

-4 

Production  is  estimated  higher  due  to  increases  mainly 
in  Turkey  and  Algeria. 

Turkey 

18.5 

+0.5 

+3 

+16 

Production  is  estimated  higher  due  to  an  increase  in 

yield. 


COARSE  GRAINS 


1998/99 


Country 

Monthly 

Change 

Monthly 

Change 

Change 

from 

1997/98 

Comments 

MMT 

MMT 

(%) 

(%) 

World 

877.8 

-0.4 

-0 

-0 

Production  is  estimated  lower  due  to  a  decrease  in  the 
total  foreign  category. 

United  States 

271.6 

NC 

NC 

+4 

No  change  this  month. 

Total  Foreign 

606.2 

-0.4 

-0 

-2 

Production  is  estimated  lower  as  declines  in  corn 
output  for  Argentina  and  Zimbabwe  and  barley  in  Iran 
more  than  offset  increases  in  sorghum  output  for 
Australia  and  com  for  Indonesia  and  Greece. 

Argentina 

18.4 

-0.5 

-3 

-26 

Production  is  estimated  lower  due  to  a  reduction  in 
com  harvested  area. 

Zimbabwe 

1.7 

-0.4 

-19 

+4 

Production  is  estimate  lower  based  on  a  decrease  in 

com  yield. 
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WORLD  RICE  (MILLED  BASIS) 


1998/99 - 

Change 


Countrv 

Current 

Estimate 

Monthly 

Change 

Monthly 

Change 

from 

1997/98 

Comments 

MMT 

MMT 

(%) 

(%) 

World 

379.6 

+1.2 

+0 

-2 

Production  is  estimated  higher  due  to  an  increase  in  the 
total  foreign  category. 

United  States 

6.1 

NC 

NC 

+3 

No  change  this  month. 

Total  Foreign 

373.5 

+1.2 

+0 

-2 

Production  is  estimated  higher  as  an  increase  in  India 
more  than  offsets  a  decrease  in  Indonesia. 

India 

83.0 

+2.0 

+2 

+1 

Production  is  estimated  at  a  record  due  to  excellent 
weather  throughout  the  growing  season.  Also,  the 
recently  harvested  rabi  crop  is  above  average. 

Indonesia 

32.1 

-0.9 

-3 

+5 

Production  is  estimated  down  as  the  milling  rate  was 

revised  lower  to  0.632  for  both  this  season  and  last 
year. 


OILSEEDS 

1998/99 - 

Change 


Countrv 

Current 

Estimate 

Monthly 

Change 

Monthly 

Change 

from 

1997/98 

Comments 

MMT 

MMT 

(%) 

(%) 

World 

292.1 

-1.1 

-0 

+2 

Production  is  estimated  down  as  a  decrease  in  the  total- 
foreign  category  more  than  offsets  an  increase  in  the 
United  States. 

United  States 

84.9 

+0.3 

+0 

+2 

Production  is  estimated  higher  due  to  an  increase  in 
cottonseed  yield. 

Total  Foreign 

207.2 

-1.4 

-1 

+2 

Production  is  estimated  lower  due  to  decreases  in 
Argentina,  India,  and  Paraguay. 

Argentina 

25.9 

-0.6 

-2 

+0 

Production  is  estimated  down  primarily  due  to  frost  that 
affected  late  maturing  crops,  and  heavy  rains  on  mature 
crops.  The  commodities  reduced  are  soybeans, 
sunflowerseed,  cottonseed,  and  peanuts. 

India 

25.9 

-0.3 

-1 

+7 

Production  is  estimated  lower  because  of  unfavorable 
weather  for  rapeseed  in  Uttar  Pradesh. 

Paraguay 

3.4 

-0.1 

-3 

+7 

Production  is  estimated  lower  due  to  heavy  rains  at 

harvest,  adversely  affecting  soybeans. 
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PALM  OIL 


1998/99 


Change 


Country 

Current 

Estimate 

Monthly 

Change 

Monthly 

Change 

from 

1997/98 

Comments 

MMT 

MMT 

(%) 

(%) 

World 

18.5 

+0.6 

+3 

+8 

Production  is  estimated  higher  due  to  increases  in 
Indonesia  and  Malaysia. 

Indonesia 

5.8 

+0.3 

+5 

+16 

Production  is  estimated  higher  as  trees  planted  3  to  4 
years  ago  are  starting  to  produce. 

Malaysia 

8.9 

+0.2 

+2 

+5 

Production  is  estimated  higher  as  output  in  the  last  two 

months  has  exceeded  expectations. 


COTTON 

1998/99 - 


Country 

Current 

Estimate 

Monthly 

Change 

Monthly 

Change 

Change 

from 

1997/98 

Comments 

MBALES 

MBALES 

(%) 

(%) 

World  Total 

84.1 

-0.6 

-1 

-8 

Production  is  estimated  lower  due  to  a  decrease  in  the 
total-foreign  category. 

United  States 

13.9 

+0.0 

+0 

-26 

Production  is  estimated  slightly  higher  due  to  a  yield 
increase  that  offsets  a  slight  drop  in  area.  This  is  the 
smallest  crop  since  1989. 

Total  Foreign 

70.2 

-0.6 

-1 

-4 

Production  is  estimated  lower  due  to  decreases  in 
Argentina,  Pakistan,  and  Australia. 

Argentina 

1.1 

-0.3 

-21 

-19 

Production  is  estimated  down  due  to  cool,  wet  weather 
in  the  main  cotton  producing  states  of  Chaco  and 
Formosa. 

Pakistan 

6.3 

-0.2 

-3 

-12 

Production  is  estimated  lower  based  on  reduced  cotton 
arrivals  at  gins,  resulting  in  lower-than-expected 
production. 

Australia 

3.1 

-0.1 

-3 

+1 

Production  is  estimated  down  due  to  lower  yield 
resulting  from  insect  infestation  caused  by  the  wetter 
than  normal  growing  season. 
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TABLE  1 

U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production 
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TABLE  2 

World  Crop  Production  Summary 
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TABLE  6 

Barley  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  8 

Rye  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  10 

Rice  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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Peanut  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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Sunflowerseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  17 

Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


Country/Region 

Production 

Change  in  Production 

1996/97 

Prel. 

1997/98 

1998/99  Proj. 
Apr.  May 

From  last  month 

From  last  year 

Million  metric  tons 

MMT 

Percent 

MMT 

Percent 

COPRA 

World 

6.10 

5.84 

5.18 

5.21 

0.03 

0.58 

-0.63 

-10.87 

Philippines 

2.40 

2.37 

1.80 

1.70 

-0.10 

-5.56 

-0.67 

-28.27 

Indonesia 

1.93 

1.70 

1.70 

1.70 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

India 

0.65 

0.68 

0.70 

0.70 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

2.94 

Mexico 

0.21 

0.20 

0.22 

0.21 

-0.00 

-1.40 

0.01 

4.43 

Sri  Lanka 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

-0.01 

-7.14 

0.00 

0.00 

Vietnam 

0.20 

0.21 

0.13 

0.20 

0.07 

53.85 

-0.01 

-4.76 

Malaysia 

0.03 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

166.67 

Others 

0.62 

0.60 

0.54 

0.60 

0.07 

12.69 

0.00 

0.17 

PALM  KERNEL 

World 

5.24 

5.13 

5.42 

5.48 

0.06 

1.16 

0.36 

6.99 

Malaysia 

2.63 

2.50 

2.56 

2.60 

0.04 

1.56 

0.10 

4.04 

Indonesia 

1.59 

1.48 

1.62 

1.70 

0.08 

4.94 

0.22 

14.86 

Nigeria 

0.26 

0.33 

0.35 

0.35 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

6.06 

Cote  d’Ivoire 

0.06 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

4.41 

Colombia 

0.09 

0.08 

0.09 

0.09 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

6.02 

Thailand 

0.09 

0.11 

0.08 

0.08 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.03 

-23.36 

Zaire 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.01 

20.00 

0.00 

9.09 

Ecuador 

0.03 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

2.50 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

0.46 

0.48 

0.58 

0.51 

-0.06 

-11.05 

0.03 

6.40 

PALM  OIL 

World 

17.73 

17.05 

17.87 

18.45 

0.58 

3.22 

1.39 

8.18 

Malaysia 

9.01 

8.51 

8.75 

8.90 

0.15 

1.71 

0.39 

4.61 

Indonesia 

5.39 

5.00 

5.50 

5.80 

0.30 

5.45 

0.80 

16.00 

Nigeria 

0.60 

0.65 

0.76 

0.76 

0.00 

0.00 

0.11 

16.92 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.29 

0.33 

0.34 

0.34 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

4.62 

Colombia 

0.44 

0.42 

0.47 

0.47 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

9.67 

Thailand 

0.40 

0.47 

0.36 

0.36 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.11 

-23.40 

Zaire 

0.12 

0.13 

0.12 

0.14 

0.02 

17.39 

0.01 

8.00 

Ecuador 

0.20 

0.23 

0.25 

0.23 

-0.02 

-8.00 

0.01 

2.22 

Others 

1.30 

1.32 

1.33 

1.45 

0.13 

9.48 

0.13 

9.89 
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TABLE  18 

Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  19 


The  table  below  presents  a  18-year  record  of  the  differences  between  the  May 
projection  and  the  final  estimate.  Using  world  wheat  production  as  an  example, 
changes  between  the  May  projection  and  the  final  estimate  have  averaged 
15.2  million  tons  (2.9  percent)  and  ranged  from  -32.5  to  29.7  million  tons.  The 
May  projection  has  been  below  the  final  10  times  and  above  the  final  8  times. 

RELIABILITY  OF  PRODUCTION  PROJECTIONS 


COMMODITY  AND 

REGION 

PROJECTION  AND  FINAL  ESTIMATES,  1981/82  - 

1998/99  1/ 

Difference 

Lowest  Highest 

Below 

Final 

Above 

Final 

Average 

Average 

Difference 

Percent 

—Million  metric  tons— 

Number  of  years  2/ 

WHEAT 

World 

2.9 

15.2 

-32.5 

29.7 

10 

8 

U.S. 

5.3 

3.3 

-7.2 

9.8 

9 

9 

Foreign 

2.9 

13.5 

-25.3 

28.7 

9 

9 

COARSE  GRAINS  3/ 

World 

3.3 

26.3 

-31.9 

75.3 

8 

10 

U.S. 

12.0 

23.9 

-35.9 

70.3 

9 

9 

Foreign 

2.3 

13.3 

-21 A 

30.4 

5 

13 

RICE  (Milled) 

World 

2.4 

7.8 

-21.8 

11.4 

13 

5 

U.S. 

6.2 

0.3 

-1.0 

0.5 

11 

7 

Foreign 

2.4 

7.8 

-22.0 

11.2 

13 

5 

SOYBEANS 

World 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

U.S. 

7.7 

4.1 

-11.3 

12.0 

10 

8 

Foreign 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

—Mill 

ion  480-lb.  bales— 

COTTON 

World 

5.0 

4.2 

-13.7 

11.4 

11 

7 

U.S. 

10.0 

1.4 

-2.8 

3.1 

8 

10 

Foreign 

5.1 

3.5 

-12.2 

10.5 

10 

8 

UNITED  STATES 

- 1\ 

Million  bushels - 

CORN 

12.7 

833 

-1,378 

2,379 

7 

11 

SORGHUM 

15.1 

107 

-228 

171 

9 

9 

BARLEY 

9.8 

39 

-73 

206 

7 

11 

OATS 

17.7 

50 

-77 

231 

4 

14 

1/  The  final  estimate  for  1981/82-1997/98  is  defined  as  the  first  November  estimate  following  the  marketing  year. 
2/  May  not  total  18  if  projection  was  the  same  as  the  final. 

3/  Includes  corn,  sorghum,  barley,  oats,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grain. 
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WORLD  AGRICULTURAL  WEATHER  HIGHLIGHTS 
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HAP  2 


May  normal  crop  calendar 


Summer  crops 


Europe 

Com:  Planting 
Sunflowers:  Planting 
Sugarbeets:  Planting  (Germany) 


■f  x> 


y 


United  State* 

Com  &  Sorghum:  Planting 
Soybeans:  Planting 
Small  Grains:  Planting 

Mexico 

Sorghum  &  Com:  Planting 
Citrus  &  Sugarcane:  Planting 


{  (U 

ft  hjjr 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Com,  Sunflowers,  & 

Sugarbeets:  Planting 
Small  Grains:  Vegetative  (West); 
Planting  (East) 

Cotton:  Planting  (Central  Asia) 


r'i'Sr 
<  0 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 

Planting  (Coast  &  Sahel) 
Cocoa:  Flowering* 


/•«*.  Q. 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 

Cotton:  Planting 

■ 


T 


\ 


? 


S^- 


China 

Com,  Cotton,  & 
Soybeans:  Planting 
Early  Rice:  Heading  * 
Single  Rice:  Planting 


\ _ 


Brazil 

Citrus  &  Sugarcane:  Harvesting 
Cotton  &  Soybeans:  Harvesting 


East  Africa 

Maize,  Sorghum:  Planting 
(Kenya,  Ethiopia) 

Grains:  Planting  (Sudan) 
Small  Grains:  Planting 
(Ethiopia) 

Belg  (minor)  Grain: 

Reproductive  *  (Ethiopia) 


V 

L: 


Southeast  Asia 
Rice  &  Com:  Planting 


\ 


K) 


Argentina 
Com,  Soybeans,  & 
Cotton:  Harvesting 


South  Africa 
Corn:  Harvesting 


Australia 

Cotton  &  Sorghum:  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


S' 

o- 


j _ 


—T^— [ 


United  States 
Grains:  Heading  * 


\ 


L 


y 


Europe 

Grains: 

Heading  (France,  Romania)  *; 

Maturing  (Spain) 

Rapeseed: 

Flowering  (England,  Poland)  * 


Mexico 

Wheat:  Harvesting 
Vegetables:  Harvesting 


- — 3 — r  i 


-O- S 


•A- 


.J . >, 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Grains:  Vegetative  (North); 
Heading  (South) 

- - TF 


- . 


/l-iT, 


A? 


Northwest  Africa 
Grains:  Harvesting 


. 


Middle  East  Sr  Egypt 
Wheat:  Heading  * 
(North)  to 
Harvesting  (South) 


China 

Grains:  Filling 

J 

rs  & 


. -J  «  -  * 


Brazil 

Wheat:  Planting 


/ 


South  Africa 
Wheat:  Planting 


<9 


> 


*  Moisture  /  T emperature  Sensitive  Stage  of  Development 

JOINT  AGRICULTURAL  WEATHER  FACILITY  (NOAA/USDA) 
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MAP  3 


June  normal  crop  calendar 


Summer  crops 


Canada 

Small  Grains  &  Rapeseed: 
Vegetative 

Com:  Planting 

— == — 


.fcr v _ 

>  y  \ 


Europe 

Com:  Silking  (South)  * 
Small  Grains:  Heading  * 


iLXH 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Com,  Sunflowers,  & 

Sugarbeets:  Vegetative 
Small  Grains:  Heading  (West)  *; 

Vegetative  (East) 
Cotton:  Vegetative  (Central  Asia) 


United  States 
Com,  Cotton,  &  Sorghum: 
Vegetative 

Soybeans:  Planting 
Small  Grains:  Heading  * 

- rT7Z“ 


a* 


% 


J  O  r^r 

jkjj 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 
Planting 


’^y'v - v 


>- 


China 

Corn,  Soybeans,  & 
Cotton:  Flowering  * 
Early  Rice:  Maturing 
Single  Rice:  Vegetative 


Mexico 

Sorghum  &  Corn:  Planting 
Citrus  &  Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


v. 


1 


ft 


South  Asia 
Grain,  Cotton,  & 
Oilseed:  Planting 


0  <?. 

V  si 


Brazil 

Citrus,  Coffee,  & 
Sugarcane:  Harvesting 

—  A_I  - 


3. 

East  Africa 

Maize,  Sorghum:  Reproductive* 
(Kenya,  Ethiopia) 

Grains:  Planting  (Sudan) 
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WEATHER  BRIEFS 


ARGENTINA:  HEAVY  RAINFALL  AND  FREEZE  CAUSE  CONCERN  FOR  LATE 

SOYBEANS 


During  the  week  of  April  24,  very  heavy  showers  caused  flooding  and  possibly  crop  damage  to 
soybeans  in  central  and  southern  Santa  Fe,  southern  Cordoba,  and  northern  La  Pampa.  Lighter 
amounts  fell  elsewhere  in  the  main  summer  crop  areas.  A  week  earlier  localized  freezing 
temperatures  had  caused  some  damage  to  filling  second-crop  soybeans  in  central  Argentina. 
According  to  reports  as  of  April  30,  Argentine  soybeans  were  33  percent  harvested,  compared  with 
3 1  percent  a  year  ago. 

Heavy  rains  fell  across  the  northern  Argentine  cotton  areas  of  Santa  Fe,  Santiago  del  Estero, 
Formosa,  and  Chaco,  during  the  week  of  April  1 1 .  This  excessive  moisture  slowed  cotton  harvesting 
and  possibly  caused  some  crop  damage  and  quality  concerns.  Drier  weather  in  early  May  favored 
cotton  harvesting.  As  of  April  30,  about  21  percent  of  the  cotton  crop  was  reported  as  harvested, 
on  par  with  last  year. 

SOUTHERN  BRAZIL:  SHOWERS  SLOWED  LATE  SUMMER  CROP  HARVESTING 

Heavy  rains  fell  across  southern  Brazil  during  the  period  from  mid-April  to  early  May,  slowing 
soybean  harvesting  and  causing  some  localized  flooding.  However,  drier  weather  prevailed  during 
the  first  part  of  April,  favoring  harvest.  Temperatures  during  the  second-half  of  April  and  early  May, 
averaged  1  to  3  degrees  C  above  normal.  According  to  reports  as  of  April  30,  Brazilian  soybeans 
were  88  percent  harvested,  compared  to  87  percent  during  this  same  period  last  year.  Harvesting  was 
72  percent  complete  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  compared  to  70  percent  last  year.  In  the  other  major 
soybean-producing  states,  harvesting  was  more  than  90  percent  complete. 

CHINA:  WINTER  WHEAT  STRESSED  BY  DRY  AND  HOT  WEATHER. 

Unseasonably  dry,  hot  weather  (1  to  3  degrees  C  above  normal)  during  April  and  early  May  stressed 
the  rainfed  winter  wheat  crop  on  the  North  China  Plain.  The  weather  in  this  region  has  been 
unusually  dry  since  Fall  1998.  The  impact  was  greatest  in  Shandong,  Hebei,  and  Shanxi  Provinces, 
which  account  for  more  than  30  percent  of  China’s  winter  wheat  crop.  The  dryness  also  reduced 
water  supplies  for  irrigated  wheat  and  summer  crops  in  the  region.  Recent  scattered  showers  and 
cooler  temperatures  have  improved  the  growing  conditions  for  the  wheat,  now  in  the  grain-fill  stage, 
but  it  may  have  come  too  late  to  boost  yields  significantly.  Crop  conditions  have  been  more  favorable 
for  the  wheat  crop  in  the  central  and  eastern  Provinces  of  Henan,  Anhui,  and  Jiangsu,  which  recorded 
near-normal  rainfall  and  temperatures  this  spring.  Good  wheat  yields  are  forecast  in  these  provinces. 
Planting  for  spring  wheat  was  delayed  in  parts  of  Manchuria  and  Inner  Mongolia  by  cold  and  wet 
weather  in  March,  but  conditions  in  April  and  May  were  favorably  warm  and  moist  for  germination 
and  vegetative  growth. 
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PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 


ARGENTINA:  CORN  PRODUCTION  ESTIMATE  FOR  1998/99  REDUCED 

Argentina’s  1998/99  com  production  is  estimated  at  14.0  million  tons,  down  0.5  million  tons  from 
last  month  and  down  28  percent  from  last  year’s  record  crop.  Harvested  area  is  down  0. 1  million 
hectares  to  2.8  million,  while  yield  is  unchanged  at  5  tons  per  hectare.  In  April,  heavy  rains  fell  in 
parts  of  Santa  Fe,  Cordoba,  and  northern  La  Pampa  causing  flooding.  The  Argentine  Agricultural 
Secretariat  reports  that  some  com  areas  were  turned  over  to  feedlot  use  and  forage.  As  of  late  April, 
harvest  was  50  percent  complete  and  total  area  reduction  (from  planted  area)  was  about  500,000 
hectares.  The  harvest  pace  is  recovering  following  recent  drier  weather. 


ARGENTINA:  OILSEED  PRODUCTION  REDUCED  BY  FROST  AND  RAIN 


Argentina’s  1998/99  oilseed  production  is  estimated  at  25.9  million  tons,  down  0.6  million  or  2 
percent  from  last  month.  Area  is  revised  downward  by  0.2  million  hectares  to  an  estimated  12.0 
million  to  reflect  frost  damage  and  heavy  rainfall.  An  unusual-heavy  frost  occurred  April  17  in  the 
northern  Provinces  of  Chaco,  Santiago  del  Estero,  and  Santa  Fe.  Additionally,  heavy  rainfall  (100- 
250  mm)  during  the  period  April  24-26  caused  some  localized  flooding  in  the  Provinces  of  Santa  Fe, 
eastern  Cordoba,  and  northern  La  Pampa  .  Soybean  production  is  estimated  0.2  million  tons  lower 
at  18.5  million;  sunflowerseed  is  estimated  0.2  million  tons  lower  at  6.5  million;  cottonseed  is 
estimated  120,000  tons  lower  at  430,000  tons;  and  peanuts  are  estimated  80,000  tons  lower  at 
480,000  tons. 


ARGENTINA:  COTTON  OUTPUT  REDUCED  DUE  TO  UNFAVORABLE  WEATHER 

Argentina’s  1998/99  cotton  production  is  estimated  at  1.1  million  bales,  down  0.3  million  or  21 
percent  from  last  month  and  19  percent  below  last  year’s  crop.  The  area  estimate  is  reduced  from 
0.72  million  hectares  to  0.65  million.  Yield  potential  has  dropped  significantly  because  of  adverse 
weather.  Periods  of  heavy  rainfall,  excessive  wetness  and  persistent  cloudiness  in  Chaco,  Formosa, 
and  Santiago  del  Estero  caused  weed  infestation  and  rotting  of  most  of  the  lower  bolls.  In  addition, 
a  widespread  frost  that  occurred  in  mid- April  restricted  crop  development.  The  frost  occurred  40 
to  45  days  earlier  than  expected.  Cotton  sown  after  mid-December  is  believed  to  be  affected,  the 
most.  The  Argentine  Agricultural  Secretariat  reports  that  24  percent  of  the  crop  was  harvested  as 
of  late  April.  Estimated  frost-related  area  reductions,  by  province,  are  as  follows:  15,000  hectares 
in  Chaco,  10,500  in  Formosa  and  30,000  hectares  in  Santiago  del  Estero. 
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UNITED  STATES:  CROP  CONDITION  AND  PROGRESS 


The  month  began  with  heavy  rains  that  halted  fieldwork  and  eroded  hillsides  in  the  lower  Mississippi 
Valley  and  adjacent  areas  of  the  southern  Great  Plains  and  middle  Mississippi  Valley.  Rain  in  the 
Southwest  and  several  inches  of  snow  in  the  northern  Great  Plains  eased  moisture  shortages,  but  soils 
remained  abnormally  dry  in  many  areas  of  both  regions.  Light  rainfall  moistened  soils  and  temporarily 
delayed  spring  tillage  and  fertilizing  in  parts  of  the  Southeast,  lower  Ohio  Valley,  Com  Belt,  and 
Southwest.  Below-normal  temperatures  hindered  crop  development  in  the  central  and  northern  High 
Plains,  and  California.  Coastal  areas  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  remained  cold  and  rainy,  adversely 
affecting  crop  conditions  and  promoting  diseases.  A  combination  of  heat  and  dry  weather  triggered 
wildfires  in  Florida. 

During  the  second  week  of  the  month,  strong  thunderstorms  delivered  soaking  rains,  spawned 
tornadoes,  and  halted  fieldwork  in  the  western  Com  Belt.  Adjacent  areas  of  the  Great  Plains,  eastern 
Com  Belt,  and  Great  Lakes  received  lighter  showers  that  moistened  soils  and  temporarily  delayed 
spring  tillage.  Warm  weather  in  the  southern  Plains,  lower  Mississippi  Valley,  and  Southeast 
promoted  rapid  development  of  winter  wheat  and  early  row  crops.  In  the  lower  Mississippi  Valley, 
wet  soils  and  additional  showers  continued  to  limit  fieldwork  and  planting.  The  Southeast,  Atlantic 
Coastal  Plains,  and  most  of  the  Great  Plains  were  dry,  promoting  tillage  and  fertilizing  operations, 
but  disrupting  planting.  Cold  weather  slowed  crop  development  and  delayed  planting  along  the 
Pacific  Coast,  especially  in  California. 

A  mid-month  cold  front  pushed  southward  through  the  Great  Plains,  freezing  maturing  wheat  fields 
in  the  southern  Great  Plains  and  halting  development  in  the  central  and  northern  Great  Plains.  Hail 
associated  with  a  line  of  severe  storms  also  caused  crop  damage  in  the  southern  Great  Plains. 
Persistent  showers  limited  fieldwork  and  prevented  row  crop  planting  in  most  of  the  Com  Belt  and 
central  Great  Plains.  Dry  conditions  along  the  Ohio  River  Valley  in  the  southern  Com  Belt  and 
Atlantic  Coastal  Plains  permitted  steady  fieldwork  and  planting  accelerated.  Dry  weather  aided 
fieldwork  and  small  grain  seeding,  while  sunny  skies  improved  wheat  development  in  parts  of  the 
northern  Great  Plains,  northern  Rocky  Mountains,  and  Pacific  Northwest.  Soils  remained  wet  in 
North  Dakota  and  western  Minnesota  due  to  poor  drying  conditions,  while  some  areas  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest  needed  rain  to  germinate  seeds.  Warmer  weather  encouraged  planting  and  aided  crop 
development  in  the  Southwest. 

Later  in  the  month,  heavy  rains  halted  fieldwork  in  the  northern  Com  Belt,  and  lighter  rainfall  limited 
progress  in  other  areas  of  the  Com  Belt.  In  the  southern  Great  Plains,  a  line  of  thunderstorms 
delivered  brief  downpours  that  increased  soil  moisture  levels  and  aided  crop  development.  Hail  and 
isolated  flooding  associated  with  the  thunderstorms  damaged  some  wheat  in  Oklahoma.  In  the 
Southeast  and  Atlantic  Coastal  Plains,  continued  dry  weather  aided  fieldwork,  but  discouraged 
planting  and  hindered  crop  emergence.  Planting  and  field  preparations  accelerated  in  the  lower 
Mississippi  Valley,  as  warm,  windy  weather  rapidly  dried  wet  soils.  Dry,  sunny  weather  favored 
fieldwork  and  small  grain  seeding  in  the  northern  Great  Plains.  Dry  soils  stressed  winter  wheat  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest,  while  warm,  dry  weather  in  California  promoted  crop  development,  and  field 
activities  rapidly  progressed.  A  slow-moving  upper-level  low  pressure  system  over  the  Great  Basin 
produced  a  mixture  of  precipitation  that  replenished  topsoil  moisture  in  parts  of  the  central  High 
Plains  and  Rockies. 
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As  the  end  of  the  month  approached,  heavy  rains  halted  fieldwork  and  planting  in  the  High  Plains, 
parts  of  eastern  Kansas  and  Oklahoma,  and  adjacent  areas  of  southern  Missouri.  Heavy  rains  ended 
excessive  dryness  in  parts  of  the  Atlantic  Coastal  Plains  and  eased  drought  conditions  in  southern 
Florida.  Lighter  precipitation  hampered  field  activities  in  the  southern  Appalachians  and  the 
Tennessee,  lower  Ohio,  and  middle  Mississippi  Valleys.  Dry  conditions  aided  planting  in  the  eastern 
and  northern  Com  Belt,  northern  Great  Plains,  and  Southwest.  Excessive  dryness  delayed  planting 
and  hindered  emergence  and  growth  in  parts  of  the  Gulf  Coast  region  and  adjacent  inland  areas  of 
the  Southeast  and  lower  Mississippi  Valley.  Below-normal  temperatures  hindered  winter  wheat 
development  and  emergence  of  other  small  grains  and  row  crops  in  the  central  and  southern  Great 
Plains  and  most  of  the  Com  Belt.  Above-normal  temperatures  promoted  crop  emergence  and 
development  in  the  northern  Great  Plains  and  Great  Lakes  States,  but  dry  soils  hindered  crop 
emergence.  In  California,  cool  weather,  scattered  showers,  and  strong  winds  caused  minor 
planting  delays. 

When  the  month  ended,  planting  of  most  major  field  crops  was  behind  normal.  One-fifth  of  the  com 
acreage  was  planted  compared  with  nearly  one-third  for  the  5 -year  average.  Cotton,  sorghum,  and 
peanut  planting  was  several  days  behind  normal,  while  soybean  and  rice  planting  was  only  slightly 
behind  the  average.  Seeding  of  small  grains  was  well  ahead  of  normal  as  the  month  ended  and 
emergence  was  slightly  ahead  of  normal.  Winter  wheat  development  was  also  ahead  of  the  normal 
as  the  month  ended,  with  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  crop  headed.  Harvesting  began  in  southern 
Texas  and  fields  were  rapidly  maturing  in  central  and  eastern  Texas. 
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FORMER  SOVIET  UNION:  WEATHER  AND  CROP  DEVELOPMENTS 


In  April,  unseasonably  mild  weather  prevailed  over  Ukraine,  Russia,  Belarus,  and  the  Baltics, 
promoting  rapid  growth  of  winter  grains  and  raising  soil  temperatures  for  spring  planting  activities. 
Monthly  temperatures  averaged  2  to  4  degrees  C  above  normal  in  Ukraine  and  southern  Russia  and 
3  to  5  degrees  C  above  normal  in  northern  Russia,  Belarus,  and  the  Baltics.  Winter  grains  broke 
dormancy  in  northern  Russia  about  1  week  earlier  than  usual  and  advanced  into  the  jointing  stage  of 
development  in  Ukraine  and  southern  Russia.  Below-normal  precipitation  in  Russia  and  eastern 
Ukraine  allowed  spring  grain  planting  to  advance  rapidly  northward  during  the  month.  Although 
above-normal  precipitation  fell  in  southern  and  western  Ukraine,  Belarus,  and  the  Baltics,  periodic 
dryness  allowed  planting  activities  to  progress  without  delays.  At  month’s  end,  winter  grains  were 
jointing  throughout  most  of  the  region.  Spring  grain  planting  was  reportedly  progressing  ahead  of 
last  year’s  pace,  with  com,  sunflower,  and  sugar  beet  planting  well  underway  in  Ukraine  and  southern 
Russia.  In  early  May,  unseasonably  cold  weather  pushed  southward  over  the  region,  halting 
fieldwork  and  slowing  crop  development.  On  several  days,  minimum  temperatures  fell  below  freezing 
as  far  south  as  southern  Ukraine  and  the  northern  tip  of  the  North  Caucasus  region  in  Russia.  Lowest 
weekly  temperatures  ranged  from  -2  to  -6  degrees  C  in  these  areas.  Overall,  temperatures  did  not 
fall  low  enough  to  threaten  winter  grains  in  the  jointing  stage.  However,  the  freeze  likely  caused 
some  damage  to  newly  emerged  summer  crops,  especially  in  the  central  Black  Soils  Region  in  Russia 
and  the  northeastern  Ukraine,  where  nighttime  lows  ranged  from  -4  to  -6  degrees  C.  Soils  are 
becoming  unfavorably  dry  in  the  northern  North  Caucasus  region,  Volga  Valley,  and  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  Central  Black  Soils  region,  where  dry  weather  has  persisted  since  the  middle  of  March. 

In  crop  areas  east  of  the  Urals,  spring  grain  planting  usually  begins  in  May.  In  April,  unusually  warm, 
dry  weather  during  the  second  half  of  the  month  helped  to  condition  soils  for  early  season  fieldwork. 
Moisture  accumulations  since  last  fall  have  been  near  to  above  normal  in  Russia  and  major  growing 
areas  in  Kazakstan,  boosting  soil  moisture  conditions  for  the  upcoming  growing  season.  Recently, 
showers  accompanied  unseasonably  cold  weather  in  the  southern  Urals  and  western  Kazakstan, 
slowing  early  spring  fieldwork.  Mild  weather  accompanied  several  days  of  dryness  in  Western  Siberia 
and  eastern  Kazakstan,  allowing  early  fieldwork  activities. 


Tom  Puterbaugh  (202)  720-2012 


May  1999 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div., FAS,  USDA 


40 


MAP  4 


FORMER  SOVIET  UNION  (WESTERN) 


Northwest 

Region 


LATVI 


Central 

Region 


Below 

Normal 


BELARU 


RUSSIA 


Central 

Black 

Soils 


OLAN 


Normal 


UKRAINE 


DRY 


STAN 


North 


CASPIAN 
SEA  6 


ROMANIA 


BLACK  SEA 


Urals 


(NOAA/USDA  Joint  Agricultural  Weather  Facility) 


Percent  of  Normal  Precipitation  for  April  1999 

Less  than  50  percent  of  normal  is  shaded.  Based  on  preliminary  reports. 


WEATHER  AND  CROP  HIGHLIGHTS 


MAY  12,  1999 


o  In  April,  unseasonably  warm  weather  promoted  rapid  growth  of  winter 
grains.  Mostly  dry  weather  in  Russia  and  eastern  Ukraine  favored  rapid 
spring  grain  and  early  summer  crop  planting. 


o  By  the  end  of  April,  winter  wheat  was  jointing  as  far  north  as  northern 
Russia.  Planting  of  spring  grains  and  summer  crops  in  Ukraine  and 
Russia  was  progressing  well  ahead  of  last  year's  pace. 


o  In  early  May,  sub-freezing  temperatures  were  observed  as  far  south  as 
southern  Ukraine  and  the  northern  tip  of  the  North  Caucasus  region  in 
Russia.  While  temperatures  did  not  drop  low  enough  to  pose  a  threat  to 
winter  grains,  some  damage  to  newly-emerged  summer  crops  likely 
occurred. 
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WEATHER  AND  CROP  HIGHLIGHTS 

MAY  12,  1999 

•  In  the  North  China  Plain,  below-normal  April  and  early-May  rainfall  in  Hebei  and 
Shandong  stressed  vegetative  to  reproductive  rainfed  winter  wheat  and  slowed  summer 
crop  planting.  The  remaining  crop  areas  in  the  North  China  Plain  received  near-normal 
April  rainfall.  Seasonably  warmer  weather  and  below-normal  April  rainfall  allowed  spring 
wheat  and  summer  crop  planting  to  commence  in  Manchuria. 

•  Near-  to  above-normal  April  rainfall  continued  to  provided  adequate  moisture  in  the 
Yangtze  Valley  and  southeastern  China  for  early  rice  and  summer  crop  development. 
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FEATURE  COMMODITY  ARTICLES 


INDICATIONS  FOR  1999/2000  WORLD  COTTON  PRODUCTION 


World  cotton  production  for  1999/00  is 
projected  at  87.0  million  bales,  2.9  million 
higher  than  the  84.1  million  estimated  for 
1998/99.  For  the  1998/99  and  1997/98 
seasons,  China,  India,  and  Pakistan  had  mixed 
results  during  their  growing  seasons.  This  is  in 
contrast  to  the  1996/97  season  when  India  and 
Pakistan  had  more  favorable  weather  and 
reduced  disease  and  pest  problems.  For 
1995/96  it  was  these  countries  that  helped 
push  total  world  production  to  93.0  million 
bales,  the  second  largest  crop  in  history.  This 
output  propelled  ending-stocks  to  the  highest 
level  since  1991/92.  More-than-adequate 
stock  levels  together  with  the  more  recent 
world  economic  events  in  1997/98  and 
1998/99  have  caused  world  cotton  prices  to 
continue  their  decline  from  1994/95  when  the 
cotton  A-Index  reached  an  yearly  average  of 
91.4  cents  pre  pound. 

Cotton  prices  also  declined  during  1997/98 
due  to  excess  production  which  outpaced 
consumption.  The  converse  was  true  for 
1998/99  as  production  fell  more  than 
consumption.  The  average  cotton  A-Index 
from  August  1998  through  April  1999  was 
nearly  15  cents  per  pound  lower  than  for  the 
same  period  a  year  earlier.  The  current  drop  in 
cotton  prices  is  due  both  to  a  decline  in 
consumption,  precipitated  by  the  East  Asia 
economic  crisis  and  to  China’s  shift  from  a  net 
importer  to  a  net  exporter  this  season. 

In  China,  1999/00  output  of  cotton  will  likely 
drop  from  the  current  year’s  production  of  4.4 
million  tons  or  20.2  million  bales.  The  Chinese 
Government  is  working  hard  to  bring  down  area 
and  production:  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
announced  that  the  target  for  reductions  will  be 
3.5  million  tons  or  16. 1  million  bales,  nearly  4.0 


million  bales  lower  than  1 998/99.  The  Government 
hopes  to  achieve  the  reductions  through  a  drop 
in  the  procurement  price  for  cotton.  Reductions 
in  cotton  output  are  expected  to  be  the  greatest 
in  the  Yellow  River  Basin,  where  input  costs  are 
high  and  pest  problems  severe.  Smaller  reductions 
are  expected  in  the  Yangtze  River  Basin,  while 
none  are  planned  in  Xinjiang.  As  part  of  the  effort 
to  reduce  cotton  planted  area,  the  Government 
has  announced  many  reforms  in  cotton  procurement 
policies.  The  most  important  of  these  reforms 
are  the  liberalization  of  cotton  prices  beginning 
in  September  1999,  and  the  liberalization  of 
procurement.  The  liberalization  will  theoretically 
allow  mills  to  purchase  cotton  directly  from 
farmers  in  competition  with  the  Government’s 
Cotton  and  Jute  Corporation  (C&J).  However, 
many  officials  in  both  the  national  and 
provincial  governments  are  pessimistic  about 
the  Government’s  ability  to  reduce  planted 
area.  Even  at  lower  prices,  cotton  remains 
the  best  cash-earning  crop  for  farmers  in  many 
parts  of  China.  As  for  direct  farm-to-mill 
purchase,  C&J  has  an  enormous  advantage  in 
cotton  procurement  experience,  and  a 
monopoly  on  cotton  ginning  facilities, 
extensive  storage  facilities,  and  a 

longstanding  relationship  with  farmers. 

In  India,  weak  cotton  prices  are  expected  to 
result  in  lower  output  for  1999/00.  Low  prices, 
pest/disease  problems,  and  adverse  harvest 
weather  (especially  in  northern  India)  have  caused 
major  financial  setbacks  to  cotton  producers  in 
1998/99.  As  a  result,  producers  are  expected 
to  reduce  1 999/00  cotton  area  to  below  the  record 
1998/99  of  9.2  million  hectares.  Assuming  a 
timely  monsoon  and  normal  weather,  outyear 
production  is  projected  below  1 998/99  estimated 
12.9  million  bales.  Current  prices  of  popular 
cotton  varieties  have  been  5  to  1 0  percent  below 
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the  1 997/98  level  due  to  a  recession  in  the  Indian 
textile  industry.  Despite  the  early  announcement 
of  the  1998/99  export  quota  of 400,000  bales, 
exports  have  been  negligible  due  to  low 
international  prices.  Poor  returns  from  the 
1 998/99  crop  will  particularly  affect  planting  in 
northern  India  where  farmers  have  suffered  heavy 
financial  losses  due  to  two  consecutive  years  of 
low  yields  caused  by  adverse  weather  and  pests. 
The  shift  away  from  cotton  is  expected  to  be  less 
pronounced  in  other  regions  where  yields  have 
been  less  affected  by  these  problems. 

Cotton  output  in  Pakistan  for  1999/00  is  expected 
to  be  slightly  higher  than  this  season,  when 
production  dropped  to  6.3  million  bales.  This 
estimate  is  0.9  million  bales  less  than  last  year 
and  is  the  lowest  production  since  1994/95  of 
slightly  less  than  6.3  million  bales  when  the  crop 
was  reduced  by  leaf  curl  virus  and  white  fly.  The 
lower  output  for  the  current  year  is  supported 
by  cotton  gin  arrival  data  which  revealed  a 
13 -percent  lag  behind  last  season’s  arrivals  for 
the  same  period.  This  indicates  that  late- season 
production  losses  were  greater  than  expected, 
though  under  reporting  by  gin  operators  has 
contributed  somewhat  to  the  reduction  in 
arrivals.  Cotton  area  for  1999/00  is  forecast 
to  be  about  2.9  million  hectares,  unchanged  from 
1 998/99  as  the  continued  poor  returns  for  cotton 
are  mitigated  by  government  initiatives 
supporting  cotton  production.  Given  the  current 
low  world  prices  and  the  strong  demand  from 
the  domestic  textile  industry  for  imported  cotton, 
producer  profits  for  1999/00  are  not  expected 
to  recover  from  the  1998/99  season.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Government  of  Pakistan  plans 
wide-scale  distribution  of  new  insect  and 
virus-tolerant  cotton  varieties  in  time  for  the 
1999/00  planting  season. 


Sugarcane  farmers  are  continuing  to  have 
payment  problems,  thus  limiting  area  shifts 
from  cotton.  Cotton  yield  is  expected  to  average 
between  500  to  600  kilograms  per  hectare. 
This  is  based  on  increased  planting  of  tolerant 
varieties,  adequate  fertilizer  application  and 
the  availability  of  better  quality  pesticides. 
However,  these  agronomic  factors  were  present 
for  last  year’s  crop. 

In  the  United  States,  cotton  production  is 
forecast  at  18.0  million  bales,  up  4. 1  million  or 
29  percent  from  1998/99.  This  estimate 
assumes  historical  average  abandonment 
and  yields  per  harvested  are  that  are  slightly 
below  trend.  A  total  5.6  million  hectares,  4 
percent  above  1998/99  are  expected  to  be 
sown  for  1999/00.  The  Delta  shows  a  9-percent 
increase,  while  the  Southeast  region  expects 
a  7-percent  increase  from  1998/99.  Producers 
in  Texas  and  Oklahoma  intend  to  plant  2 
percent  more  area  than  in  1998/99.  Although 
California  growers  intend  to  plant  20,234  more 
hectares  of  American-Pima  cotton  in  1999/00, 
the  U.S.  Pima  acreage  is  down  7-percent,  at 
123,5 1 1  hectares  from  last  year.  As  of  May  2, 
cotton  planting  progress  was  slower  than  the 
five-year  average  of  28  percent.  However, 
beneficial  rains  occurred  recently  in  Texas 
and  the  Southeast  and  warmer  weather  was 
experienced  in  California. 


Ronald  R.  Roberson,  Cotton  Chairperson 
Phone:  (202)720-0879 
E-mail:  roberson@fas.usda.gov 
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TABLE  20 


World  Cotton:  Area.  Yield,  and  Production 


Year 

Area 

Yield 

Production 

1,000 

Hectares 

Kilograms 
per  Hectare 

1,000 

Bales 

1988/89 

33,814 

543 

84,357 

1989/90 

31,553 

550 

79,676 

1990/91 

33,156 

572 

87,069 

1991/92 

34,787 

599 

95,754 

1992/93 

32,631 

551 

82,507 

1993/94 

30,710 

546 

77,051 

1994/95 

32,176 

581 

85,859 

1995/96 

35,941 

564 

93,042 

1996/97 

33,785 

577 

89,557 

1997/98 

33,555 

594 

91,595 

1998/99 

32,683 

560 

84,068 

5-Year 

Avg. 

33,631 

575 

88,824 

1999/00 

Forecast 

33,000 

574 

87,000 

NOTE:  Forecast  information  in  this  article  is  based  on  recent  field  reports  from  U.  S.  agricultural  counselors 
and  attaches,  together  with  information  from  USDA  Washington  analysts.  Actual  production  and 
area  could  vary  from  these  estimates  for  a  number  of  reasons,  including  government  policy  changes, 
weather  during  the  crop  season,  and  price  changes  for  cotton  and  competing  crops.  Individual  country 
estimates  for  1999/00  area,  yield,  and  production  will  be  released  in  July  of  this  year. 


May  1999 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,FAS,  USDA 


45 


1999/2000  WORLD  GRAIN  OUTLOOK 


World  grain  production  (wheat,  coarse  grains, 
and  rice)  for  1 999/00  is  forecast  at  1 , 845 . 8  million 
tons,  up  0. 5  million  or  virtually  unchanged  from 
1998/99.  World  wheat  production  is  forecast 
at  572.4  million  tons,  down  2.6  million  or  16 
percent  from  last  year.  In  the  United  States, 
reduced  wheat  area  and  prospective  yield 
caused  production  to  fall  to  61 . 1  million  tons, 
down  1 2  percent  from  last  year.  China’ s  wheat 
output  is  projected  lower  than  last  season  at 
1 06. 0  million  tons  due  to  drought  in  the  eastern 
North  China  Plain.  Also,  Morocco,  Syria,  and 
Iran  wheat  output  is  down  from  1998/99  due 
to  drought  and  theEU- 1 5  wheat  crop  is  reduced 
due  to  higher  set  aside  and  variable  weather. 
Canada,  Australia,  India,  Argentina,  Kazakstan, 
Ukraine,  and  Russia’s  wheat  production  are 
projected  to  be  higher  this  season.  The  Russian 
and  Kazakstan  wheat  crops  are  expected  to 
recover  from  severe  1 998/99  drought  conditions, 
while  India  is  projected  to  produce  a  record  crop. 

World  1999/00  coarse  grain  production  is 
forecast  at  884.7  million  tons,  up  6.9  million  or 
1  percent  from  1998/99  due  mainly  to  increases 
in  China,  Russia,  many  Eastern  European  countries, 
and  Argentina.  The  United  States,  Kazakstan, 
EU-1 5,  and  Canada  are  projected  to  have  less 
coarse  grains  output  this  season.  World  com 
production  is  forecast  at  a  record  level  for 
1 999/00  as  China’s  com  crop  is  projected  to  be 
a  record. 


World  barley  production  continues  to  decline 
to  its  lowest  level  in  24  years  as  decreases  in 
the  EU- 1 5,  Morocco,  and  several  Middle  East 
countries  more  than  offset  a  recovery  in  yield 
prospects  in  Russia.  World  oat  production  is 
forecast  higher  due  mainly  to  increases  in  the 
EU-1 5  and  Russia. 

World  1999/00  rice  production  is  forecast  at  a 
record  388.8  million  tons,  up  9.2  million  or  2 
percent  from  1998/99  due  to  record  prospects 
in  both  the  United  States  and  the  total  foreign 
category.  Record  or  near  record  output  is 
expected  in  the  major  producing  countries, 
while  larger  crops  are  likely  in  the  major 
foreign  exporters.  This  assumes  normal  weather 
and  a  continued  increase  in  the  adoption  of 
improved  technologies.  Also,  world  rice  area 
is  likely  to  be  up  from 1998/99  due  to  normal 
expansion  and  recovery  from  inclement  weather 
in  some  countries.  Country  level  supply  and 
distribution  estimates  will  be  detailed  for  rice 
in  July  1999. 


Timothy  Rocke,  Grain  Chairman 
Telephone:  (202)  720-1572 
E:  mail:  rocke@fas.usda.gov 
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CHART  1 


World  Wheat  Output  Decreases 


■  Production  down  1 5.6 
MMT  or  3  percent 

■  Yield  down  marginally 

■  Area  down  2  percent 


1997/98 


1999/2000 
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World  Coarse  Grain  Output  Increases 
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World  Rice  Output  at  Record  Level 


Country  level  estimates 
to  be  released  in  July 
Total  foreign  output 
8.6  MMT 

Total  world  productio 
up  9.2  MMT 
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CHART5 


Total  Foreign  Wheat  Output  Lower 


■  Production  down  7.3 
MMT  or  1  percent 

■  Yield  up  marginally 

■  Area  down  2  percent 
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Total  Foreign  Coarse  Grain  Output  Increases 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,  FAS,  USDA 

49 


May  1 999 


CHART7 

United  States  Rice  at  Record  Level 
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Production  up  0.6  MMT 
or  10  percent  ; 

Yield  up  3  percent 
Area  up  7  percent 
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CHART8 


United  States  Wheat  Output  Decreases 


■  Production  down  8.3 
MMT  or  12  percent 

■  Yield  down  6  percent 

■  Area  down  6  percent 
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United  States  Coarse  Grain  Output  Decreases 


Production  down  9.2 
MMT  or  3  percent 
Yield  down  1  percent 
Area  down  2  percent 

Lower  crops  for  corn, 
sorghum,  and 
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CHART  1 0 


EU  Wheat  Output  Falls 


Production  downS  MMT 
or  8  percent 
Yield  down  4percent 
5  percent 
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EU  Coarse  Grain  Output  Lower 


■  Production  down  1.5 
IN/IMT  or  2  percent 

■  Yield  up  4  percent 

■  Area  down  6  percent 

■  Lower  barley  and  rye 
more  than  offset  larger 
corn  and  oats  crops 
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CHART  12 


Australia  Wheat  Output  Incre 
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uction  up  1  MMT  or 
5  percent 
Yield  near  average 
Area  up  slightly 
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CHART  14 


Canada  Wheat  Output  Rises 


Production  up  0.6  MMT 
dr  2  percent 
Yield  increases 

Area  virtually 
unchanged;  but  large 
swing  out  of  durum  to 
spring 


;  Million  tons 


CHART  1 5 


■  Production  down  0.7 
MMT  or  2  percent 

■  Yield  down  slightly 

■  Area  down  slightly 
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CHART16 


Argentina  Wheat  Production  Increases 


■  Production  increases 
1.2  MMT  or  12  percent 

-  Yield  up  3  percent 

■  Area  up  9  percent 
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CHART  17 


Argentina  Coarse  Grain  Output  Rises 


■  Production  increases 
1.8  MMT  or  10  percent 

■  Yield  up  marginally 

■  Area  up  9  percent 
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CHART18 

China  Wheat  Output  Declines 


■  Production  down  4.6 
MMT  or  4  percent 

■  Yield  down  4  pecent 

■  Area  unchanged 
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CHART  19 

China  Coarse  Grain  Production  Near  Record 


■  Production  up  5.5  MMT 
or  4  percent 

-  Yield  up  2  percent 

■  Area  up  2  percent 

■  Record  Cprn  production 
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CHART20 


FSU-12  Wheat  Output  Increases 


CHART21 

FSU-12  Coarse  Grain  Output  Increases 


Production  increases 
12.7  MMT  or  33  percent 

Yield  up  34  percent 
Area  down  marginally 
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CHART22 

Mexico  Wheat  Output  Slightly  Higher 

■  Production  up  slightly  Minion  tons 

■  Yieia  down  i  percent  9 

■  Area  up  marginally 
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Mexico  Coarse  Grain  Output  Higher 


Producti on  up  0.4  MMT 
or  2  percent 

Yield  marginally  lower 
Area  increases  7 
percent 
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CHART24 


■  Production  i 
0.3  MMT  or  14  percent 

■  Yield  up  5  percent 

■  Area  up  8  percent 


1995/96  1997/98  1999/2000 


CHART25 


Brazi  I  Coarse  Grain  Output  Rises 
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CHART26 


. .  amca  Wheat  Output  Lower 


Production  decreases 
1.3  MMT  or  19  percent 

Yield  down  8  percent 
Area  down  11  percent 
Algeria  and  Tunisia 
output  higher,  Morocc 
lower 
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Northwest  Africa  Cbarse  Grain  Output  Lower 


_ ^auction  down  0.9 

MMT  or  26  percent 

■  Yield  down  14  percent 

■  Area  down  13  percent 

■  Algeria  and  Junisia 
output  higher,  Morocco 
lower 
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CHART28 


Russia  Wheat  Output  Increases 


■  Production  increases 
7.1  MMT  or  26  percent 

-  Yield  up  32  percent 

■  Area  down  4  percent 
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Production  increases 
10.0  MMT  or  53  perce 

Yield  up  51  percent 
Area  up  marginally 
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WORLD  SOYBEAN  PRODUCTION 


World  soybean  production  continued  on  its  upward 
trend  in  1998/99.  Area,  yield,  and  production 
estimates  for  the  last  decade  can  be  seen  in  the 
tables  following  this  article. 

World  soybean  output  for  1 998/99  is  estimated 
at  a  record  157.2  million  tons,  up  61.2  million 
or  64  percent  from  1988/89.  The  increase  has 
been  fairly  continuous  with  year-to-year  increases 
occurring  in  8  of  1 0  years  through  the  last  decade 
with  some  acceleration  of  growth  occurring  in 
more  recent  years  for  Argentina  and  the  United 
States.  For  the  decade,  area  harvested  is  up  26 
percent  and  yield  up  30  percent. 

Rising  yields  may  be  attributable  to  a  number 
of  factors  including:  (1)  improved  protection 
for  intellectual  property  rights  for  seed  companies 
in  some  countries  which  has  encouraged  seed 
companies  to  develop  and  distribute  improved 
varieties,  (2)  improved  availability  of  inputs  and 
a  wider  array  of  available  pesticides,  (3)  improved 
seed  varieties  developed  by  traditional  crossing, 
and  Round-up  Ready  soybeans  developed  by 
genetic  engineering,  (4)  changed  government 
economic  policies  which  improved  incentives 
for  producers  to  improve  yields,  and  (5)  greater 
use  of  sophisticated  cultural  practices,  including 
no-till  on  easily  erodible  terrain.  Rising  soybean 
area  may  be  attributable  to  changes  in  domestic, 
trade,  and  general  economic  policies  which 
encouraged  more  investment  in  the  agricultural 
arena  through  market  deregulation  and 
strengthening  investor  confidence  in  relying  on 
market  signals.  In  the  United  States,  the  “Freedom 
to  Farm”  legislation  adopted  in  the  mid-1990's 
and  widespread  adoption  of  cost  reducing  technologies 
for  soybeans  helped  account  for  a  sharp  advance 
in  U.S.  planted  area. 

Soybean  output  in  1 998/99  is  up  0. 5  million  tons 
or  less  than  1  percent  over  1997/98.  The  estimate 
for  1 998/99  remains  a  preliminary  number  with 
the  harvest  still  not  complete  in  tropical  and 


southern  hemisphere  countries,  but  it  appears 
that  less  favorable  weather  in  some  countries 
will  result  in  a  decline  of  1  percent  in  overall  yield. 
Harvested  area,  however,  is  estimated  to  have 
increased  by  2  percent. 

Forthe  1999/00  crop,  record  high  planting  intentions 
were  reported  by  farmers  in  the  United  States, 
but  low  world  soybean  prices  are  likely  to  be 
a  negative  influence  on  world  output. 

United  States:  Soybean  production  for  the  1998/99 
crop  is  estimated  by  the  National  Agricultural 
Statistics  Service  (NAS  S)  at  a  record  75.0  million 
tons,  up  3  percent  from  1 997/98.  Growing  conditions 
were  generally  favorable  in  soybean  growing 
regions,  with  reports  of  spotty  or  localized  planting 
difficulties,  dryness,  and  plant  diseases.  Yield 
in  1 998/99,  is  estimated  at  2.62  tons  per  hectare, 
virtually  unchanged  from  1 997/98,  but  6  percent 
lower  than  the  record  yield  of  2.78  tons  set  in 
1994/95.  Though  soybean  prices  were  lower 
in  early  1998  than  they  had  been  a  year  earlier, 
prices  were  favorable  relative  to  alternative 
commodities.  Consequently,  area  harvested 
reached  a  record  28.7  million  hectares.  In 
1999/00,  production  is  forecast  at  a  record  75.0 
million  tons,  up  3  percent  from  1998/99. 
“Prospective  Plantings,”  released  March  31  by 
NASS,  placed  1999/00  planting  intentions  at 
29.6  million  hectares,  1  percent  higher  than 
1998/99. 

Brazil:  The  1998/99  soybean  crop  is  estimated 
to  be  the  second  highest  on  record  at  3 1 .0  million 
tons,  down  0.5  million  or  2  percent  from  last 
year.  Going  into  the  1998/99  season,  farmers 
faced  lower  world  commodity  prices  than  they 
saw  the  previous  year  and  were  faced  with  high 
interest  rates.  Devaluation  of  the  Brazilian 
currency  in  January  was  too  late  to  affect  planting 
decisions,  but  may  help  farmers  financially. 
Dryness  during  February  and  March  in  the 
southern  state  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  reduced 
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prospects  for  a  record  crop.  Nearly  90  percent 
of  the  crop  was  harvested  by  the  end  of  April 
as  conditions  remained  generally  favorable  for 
the  completion  of  harvesting  ahead  of  last  year. 
Prospects  for  soybean  plantings  in  1 999/00  will 
depend  on  soybean  prices  and  prices  of  alternative 
crops  prior  to  planting  (October  through  December). 
Devaluation  will  favor  expansion  of  production 
for  agricultural  commodities  in  general,  but  may 
favor  production  of  import  commodities  such 
as  cotton  over  soybeans. 

Argentina:  Soybean  output  for  1998/99  is  estimated 
at  18.5  million  tons,  down0.7  million  or  4  percent 
from  the  record  crop  of 1997/98.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  season,  high  relative  prices  favored  soybean 
plantings  over  com  and  wheat  and  resulted  in 
soybean-area  expansion.  Harvested  area  for 
1998/99  is  estimated  at  7.3  million  hectares,  up 
4  percent  from  1997/98.  However,  dryness  during 
the  growing  season  in  parts  of  Buenos  Aires, 
Cordoba,  and  Santa  Fe  Provinces  hindered  crop 
development  and  yield  is  estimated  down  8  percent 
from  last  year.  An  unusual  hard  frost  occurred 
April  17  in  the  northern  Provinces  of  Chaco, 
Santiago  del  Estero  and  Santa  Fe  that  caused 
damage  to  later  maturing  soybeans.  Heavy 
rainfall  (100-250  mm)  during  the  period  April 
24  to  26  caused  some  localized  flooding  and 
damage  to  the  crop  in  the  Provinces  of  Santa 
Fe,  eastern  Cordoba,  and  northern  La  Pampa. 
The  outlook  for  the  1999/00  crop  will  depend 
on  the  size  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere  crop  now 
being  planted.  Argentina,  with  its  fixed  exchange 
rate,  will  be  at  a  disadvantage  relative  to  Brazil 
by  the  devaluation  of  the  Real. 

Paraguay:  Soybean  production  for  1998/99  is 
estimated  at  a  record  3.2  million  tons,  up  0.2 
million  or  7  percent  from  last  year’s  crop.  Both 
area  and  yield  increased  over  last  season.  Heavy 
fertilizer  usage  and  increased  direct  seeding  by 
farmers  are  key  factors  contributing  to  the  record 
crop.  The  growing  season  was  characterized 
by  favorable  weather  conditions  early,  but  dryness 
during  late  February  to  mid-March.  Later,  high 


temperatures  prevailed  during  the  critical 
flowering  period  reducing  yield  prospects  in  some 
areas.  Heavy  rainfall  returned  to  the  region 
towards  the  end  of  March  delaying  harvesting 
operations.  Planting  of  the  1999/00  crop  will 
take  place  from  October  to  December  1 999,  and 
prospects  will  depend  upon  the  size  of  the  Northern 
Hemisphere  crop. 

China:  Soybean  output  for  1998/99  is  estimated 
at  13.8  million  tons,  down  6  percent  from  the 
previous  year  due  to  lower  area  and  yield.  Soybean 
area  dropped  by  4  percent  to  an  estimated  8.0 
million  hectares  as  farmers  responded  to  excessive 
stocks  and  low  prices  by  reducing  planted  area 
and  shifting  to  other  crops,  particularly  in  Northeast 
China.  Yield  is  estimated  at  1.73  tons  per 
hectare,  down  slightly  from  1 997/98 .  The  crop 
was  adversely  affected  by  flooding  in  the 
Northeast  and  parts  of  Central  China  during  1 998, 
but  favorable  summer  weather  resulted  in  very 
good  yields  on  the  North  China  Plain.  Prospects 
for  the  1 999/00  crop  are  being  negatively  affected 
by  domestic  oversupply  and  low  prices.  Planting 
weather  has  been  good  in  Manchuria,  but  dry 
in  the  North  China  Plain. 

India:  Soybean  production  for  1998/99  is  estimated 
at  a  record  5.5  million  tons,  up  3  percent  from 
1997/98.  The  high  output  is  chiefly  attributed 
to  a  record  area  of  6. 1  million  hectares  and  an 
above-average  yield.  Soybean  area  for  1998/99 
is  up  8  percent  from  last  year.  Yields  from  Madhya 
Pradesh  (the  largest  soybean  producing  state) 
and  Maharashtra  were  lower  than  expected  due 
to  delayed  and  inadequate  rains.  Prospects  for 
the  upcoming  1999/00  crop  depend  on  the  monsoon 
rains  which  normally  begin  in  June. 

Indonesia:  Soybean  production  for  1998/99  is 
forecast  at  1.3  million  tons,  similar  to  1997/98, 
but  down  from  1.5  million  tons  in  1996/97. 
Harvested  area  in  1998/99  is  estimated  at  1. 1 
million  hectares,  similar  to  1997/98.  Yield  is 
estimated  at  a  near  record  1.21  tons  per  hectare, 
maintaining  the  upward  yield  trend  of  the  past 
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decade.  Many  farmers  planted  rice  this  year 
instead  of  soybeans,  as  rains  in  1997/98  were 
sufficient  to  grow  rice  in  more  fields  than  usual. 
Rice  remains  more  profitable  to  grow  compared 
to  soybeans  which  require  more  pesticides  and 
fertilizer.  A  significant  amount  of  the  1999/00 
crop  will  be  grown  in  the  dry  season  starting  in 
June  2000,  and  prospects  will  depend  upon 
economic  and  weather  conditions  at  that  time. 

Canada:  Soybean  production  for  1998/99  is 
estimated  at  2.7  million  tons,  virtually  unchanged 
from  last  year's  record  crop.  Area  harvested 
decreased  by  8  percent  to  980,000  hectares  in 
1998/99,  but  was  still  the  second  highest  on 
record.  Soybean  yield  was  the  highest  ever, 
allowing  Canada  to  match  last  year's  record  crop 
despite  the  drop  in  area.  More  than  23  percent 
of  Canada's  1998/99  production  will  be  going 
abroad,  as  exports  through  the  first  six  months 
of  the  current  marketing  year  were  already  over 
50  percent  greater  than  the  comparable  period 
last  year.  Planting  intentions  for  the  1999/00 
soybean  crop  are  slightly  higher  than  the  area 
seeded  for  the  1998/99  crop. 


Most  of  the  crop  is  grown  in  the  Provinces  of 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  where  soil  moisture  has 
been  good  throughout  winter  and  early  spring. 


Paul  Provance,  Oilseeds  Chairperson 
Telephone:  (202)720-0881 
E-mail:  provance@fas.usda.gov 

Rau  Achutuni,  South  America  Analyst 
Telephone:  (202)690-0140 
E-mail:  achutuni@fas.usda.gov 

Paulette  Sandene,  China  Analyst 
Telephone:  (202)690-0133 
E-mail:  sandene@fas.usda.gov 

Jim  Crutchfield,  India  Analyst 
Telephone:  (202)690-0135 
E-mail:  crutchfield@fas.usda.gov 

Suzanne  Miller,  Canada  and  South  East  Asia 
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Telephone:  (202)  720-0882 
E-mail:  millers@fas.usda.gov 
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WORLD  SOYBEAN  AREA 

(1,000  Hectares) 
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WORLD  SOYBEAN  PRODUCTION 

(1,000  Metric  tons) 
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